
“HOOK, LINE and SINKER” 
By Ricky McNiel, Reporter 

 

They  say,  “Time  Flys  When  You  Are  Having  Fun”,  and  I  guess  that  is  the  case.    This  marks  the  start  of  the  11th  year  in  a  row   that 
I  have  been  producing  the  Uvalde  Bass  Club  Newsletter  and  it  really  doesn’t  seem  like  it  has  been  eleven  years.    We  started  off the 
year right with a great January meeting and Awards Banquet at Oasis Outback.  The meal was excellent and the turnout was great 
and everyone appeared to have a good time.  The first tournament of the year was well attended and the weather was great.  The 
only problem was that the fish on Falcon had a case of lock jaw and catching was really tough for everyone that fished.  We only 
brought in a total of 18 fish in two days and that is extremely hard fishing.  I know that Mark Leinweber and I ran all over the lake 
looking for fish and they were really few and far in between.  Mark did manage to catch three fish on Sunday and I caught one but 
the rest of the weekend saw less that three bites between us.  It was basically the same story for everyone that fished the tourna-
ment.  The water temperatures were simply too low for the fish to be biting on Falcon.  I certainly hope that the weather continues 
to cooperate as it has this week and when we go in February it should be outstanding.  Rooms for February are at a premium and 
we already have a wait list starting for rooms.  If you do not have a room and you think you are going to be fishing with us please 
let me know and maybe I can get you a room.  The cookouts were great this month and everyone enjoyed the events.  Thanks to 
everyone  that  helped  to  make  it  a  success.    I  don’t  have  the  exact  count  but  we  already  have  around  70  members  in  the  club  and 
let’s  see  if  we  can  surpass  the  104  members  that  we  had  last  year.    If  you  know  of  anyone  that  is  interested  encourage  them  to join 
in the fun.  I know that we are going to do better in February than we did in January on Falcon.  We only had three anglers bring 
in  three  fish  limits  this  month.    Let’s  hope  we  all  have  three  fish  limits  each  and  every  day  in  February  on  Falcon.    Good  Luck!!!!! 

Uvalde Bass Club 
Top Ten 

Name # Fish Lbs. 

Howard Ponish 4 15.56 

Richard Villarreal 3 12.65 

Mark Leinweber 3 9.61 

Brian Langner 1 3.88 

Laura Langner 1 2.76 

Tatie Hernandez 2 2.73 

Ricky Villarreal 1 2.31 

Jimmy Trevino 1 2.20 

Ricky McNiel 1 1.88 

Moses Alvarez 1 1.44 
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Howard Ponish and Jimmy Trevino took top 
honors on Sunday with four fish for 15.88 lbs. 

Colton Howard and Howard Ponish teamed up 
to claim 2nd on Sunday with 3 fish for 13.68 
lbs. 

Ricky McNiel 
and Mark Lein-
weber ended up 
in third place on 
Sunday on Fal-
con with four 
fish totaling 
11.49 lbs. 

The club started off the year on 
Falcon Lake with a great turn 
out of 29 anglers on Saturday, 
1/19/13 and 27 anglers on Sun-
day.  The weather was truly 
chamber of commerce weather 
all weekend.  The was little to 
no wind and the temperatures 
were great for January.  The 
only problem was the fact that 
the fish were not eating and the 
club found the fishing to be ex-
tremely difficult.  In fact all the 
clubs on Falcon fishing when 
we did found the going to be 
very tough.  The only club that 
had decent results was a local 
club from McAllen. 

The first place team after the 
drawing on Saturday was the 
team of Richard Villarreal and 
Bill Surber with three fish 

weighing in at 12.65 lbs.  The 
second place team was made up 
of Brian Langner and George 
Franklin who had one fish total-
ing 3.88 lbs.  Laura Langner and 
Jim Gerdes proved to be the 
third best team for the day with 
one fish weighing 2.76 lbs.  The 
Big Bass of the Day honors went 
to Richard Villarreal with a 
nice 5.60 lb. fish. 

Sunday saw a little improve-
ment in the fishing but for the 
most part it was more of the 
same.  The first place team after 
the draw was Howard Ponish 
and Jimmy Trevino with four 
fish tipping the scales at 15.88 
lbs.  The second place team as a 
result of the draw was Howard 
Ponish and Colton Howard with 
three fish for 13.68 lbs.  The 

third place team was made up 
of Mark Leinweber and Ricky 
McNiel with four fish totaling 
11.49 lbs.  The Big Bass of the 
Day honors went to Howard 
Ponish with a great 6.79 lb. 
fish.  He also had a 5+ lb. fish 
for the day. 

The club fished a three fish for-
mat and teams were decided by 
a blind draw after the weigh-in 
each day.  The club caught 8 
fish on Saturday for 23.71 lbs. 
and 10 fish for 41.31 lbs. on 
Sunday.  Hopefully the Febru-
ary tournament results will be 
much better as they can’t get 
any worse.   

The next club meeting will be 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 at 
the offices of WFSMRG. 
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Upcoming Club Tournaments 
DATES LAKE WEIGH-IN SITE 

Feb. 16 & 17 FALCON TBD 

Mar. 16 & 17 AMISTAD DIABLO EAST PRKG. 

Apr. 13 & 14 AMISTAD DIABLO EAST PRKG. 

May 11 & 12 AMISTAD DIABLO EAST PRKG. 

Howard Ponish weighed in the heaviest limit all 
weekend.  He had 3 for 13.68 lbs.  He also won Big 
Bass of the Day Honors with this 6.79 lber.    

Falcon Tournaments will be 
Draw Team Formats. 



The Uvalde Bass Club held their January meeting and awards banquet at Oasis Outback on Saturday 
January 12, 2013 beginning at 6:30 pm.  We had a total of 86 in attendance for the festivities.  Guests 
were treated to a rib eye steak dinner with all the trimmings including salad bar and dessert.  The staff 
of Oasis Outback did an excellent job on the meal and everyone was served in a very prompt manner.  
Congratulations to all the staff.  Club President Mark Leinweber called the meeting to order at approxi-
mately 7:30 pm and he declared a quorum to be present.  The club approved the December meeting min-
utes as printed in the Uvalde Bass Club newsletter.  Additionally the club approved the December finan-
cial statement as passed out at the meeting.  Everyone was reminded that the club would be fishing a 
three fish draw team format for the Falcon tournament on January 19 & 20, 2013.  A list of room reserva-
tions was read and everyone was encouraged to get a room at Oso Blanco Lodge if they did not already 
have a room.  New membership applications were approved for the following:  John & Francisca Banks; 
Tati & Yvonne Hernandez; Larry and Kelly Hall; X Ybarra; Jay Clark Ward and Susan Collins.  The new 
officers for the club for 2013 were recognized:  Mark Leinweber, Pres.; Bill Surber, Vice Pres.; Jerry 
King, Treas.; Ricky McNiel, Reporter and Ricky Villarreal, Tournament Chairman.  The Tournament 
Committee members for 2013 are Jim Surber, Laura Langner, Stephanie Surber and James Lockaby.  
There was a motion and a second to amend the club Constitution and By-Laws to the following:  Reduce 
the number of members required from 20% to 10% of Uvalde County members present to establish a quo-
rum to conduct business.  Also, to change from 30% to 45% out-of-county membership limit.  Both items 
passed with no opposition.  Last item of business was to update the signature authority on the checking 
account at First State Bank to include the following as authorized signers on the account:  Mark Lein-
weber, Bill Surber, Jerry King and Ricky McNiel.  Action passed with no opposition.  Leinweber ad-
journed the business meeting and Ricky McNiel began the Awards Presentations.  Individual award 
plaques were presented to the Division I winners for 2012 which included:  Jimbo Beard, Karl Gager, 
James Lockaby, Ricky Villarreal, Vick Tucker, Steven Guy, Brian Langner and Jon Jones.  Division II 
winners were:  Stephanie Surber, Tina Surber, Laura Langner, Colton Moore and Jarrett Robertson.  
Team Tournament winners were:  Jimbo Beard and Bret Trant.  Draw Team Tournament winners were:  
Al Haughey and Kyle Rentch, Mark Leinweber and Jimbo Beard, Ricky McNiel and Ricky Villarreal, 
Javie Martinez and Jimbo Beard, Wayne Hale and Jimbo Beard and Ricky Villarreal and Pete Arre-
dondo.  Uvalde Bass Club “Top Ten”  Awards were presented to:  Jimbo Beard, Ricky Villarreal, Jon 
Jones, Howard Ponish, Mark Leinweber, Ricky McNiel, Jim Surber, Richard Villarreal, Al Haughey and 
Vick Tucker.  A Club President plaque was presented to Mark Leinweber.  The “Top Weight” award 
went to Jimbo Beard with 318.92 lbs. The Big Bass of the Year honors went to Richard Villarreal who 
caught a 11.53 lb. bass on Falcon Lake in January of 2012.  A special award was presented to Patsy 
Suber and the award was entitled, “Queen of Desserts”.  Many thanks to Patsy for all of the wonderful 
desserts she prepared for the club members throughout the year.  The club ended the year with a total 
of 104 members in 2012 which is the largest the club has been in modern history.  The goal for 2013 is to 
become even larger and a lot better.  2013 will see a first for the club as all of our tournaments will be a 
three fish format the entire year.  Make your plans now to join the club and enjoy the fun.  See everyone 
out on the lake! 

January Meeting & Awards Banquet   
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FALCON LAKE DRAW TEAM 
  TOURNAMENT - 1/19/2013 

FALCON LAKE DRAW TEAM     
  TOURNAMENT - 1/20/2013 

1st 
 

Richard Villarreal 
Bill Surber 

3 Fish 12.65 lbs. 1st 
 

Howard Ponish 
Jimmy Trevino 

4 Fish 15.88 lbs. 

2nd 
 

Brian Langner 
George Franklin 

1 Fish   3.88 lbs. 2nd 
 

Howard Ponish 
Colton Howard 

3 Fish  13.68 lbs.  

3rd  Laura Langner 
Jim Gerdes 

1 Fish  2.76 lbs. 3rd  Mark Leinweber 
Ricky McNiel 

4 Fish 11.49 lbs. 

 4th    4th  
 

   

BB Richard Villarreal    5.60 lbs. BB Howard Ponish  6.79 lbs. 

 Uvalde Bass Club  
 December Operating  

Statement  
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Beginning Bank  
Bal. Nov. 25, 2012 

 $4,177.53 

Deposits   

Amistad  12/10/12  $ 777.00 

   

Bank Balance  $ 4,947.53 

Payables  

CK#   Payee Amount 

3422 USPS $ 45.00 

3423 Amistad  Nat’l  Rec 25.00 

3424 Jimbo Beard 108.37 (o) 

3425 Ricky Villarreal 65.03 (o) 

3426 Ricky McNiel 43.35 

3427 Stephanie Surber 38.25 

3428 Bruce Benedict 105.00 (o) 

3429 Karl Gager 95.62 

3430 Jon Jones 57.38 

3431 Howard Ponish 38.25 

3432 Stephanie Surber 38.25 

3433 Jeff Noah 95.00 

3434 Ricky McNiel 28.60 

   

T. PAYABLES  $ 783.10 

BAL.  12/25/12  $ 4,164.43 

Richard Villarreal 
won the Big Bass of 
the Day honors on 
Sat. with this nice 
fish that weighed in 
at 5.60 lbs. 

Richard Villarreal 
and Bill Surber 
proved to be the win-
ning team on Sat. on 
Falcon with three 
fish totaling 12.65 
lbs. 

Brian Langner & 
George Franklin 
won 2nd on Sat. 
with one fish for 
3.88 lbs. 

Jim Gerdes and Laura 
Langner are all smiles 
after they drew each 
other and placed third 
on Sat. on Falcon.  Total 
weight was 2.76 lbs. 

Tina Surber and Mark Leinweber are 
all smiles as they work to prepare the 
dinner for the members that fished 
during our Falcon Lake Draw Team 
Tournaments. 



The Uvalde Bass Club held their January meeting and awards banquet at Oasis Outback on Saturday 
January 12, 2013 beginning at 6:30 pm.  We had a total of 86 in attendance for the festivities.  Guests 
were treated to a rib eye steak dinner with all the trimmings including salad bar and dessert.  The staff 
of Oasis Outback did an excellent job on the meal and everyone was served in a very prompt manner.  
Congratulations to all the staff.  Club President Mark Leinweber called the meeting to order at approxi-
mately 7:30 pm and he declared a quorum to be present.  The club approved the December meeting min-
utes as printed in the Uvalde Bass Club newsletter.  Additionally the club approved the December finan-
cial statement as passed out at the meeting.  Everyone was reminded that the club would be fishing a 
three fish draw team format for the Falcon tournament on January 19 & 20, 2013.  A list of room reserva-
tions was read and everyone was encouraged to get a room at Oso Blanco Lodge if they did not already 
have a room.  New membership applications were approved for the following:  John & Francisca Banks; 
Tati & Yvonne Hernandez; Larry and Kelly Hall; X Ybarra; Jay Clark Ward and Susan Collins.  The new 
officers for the club for 2013 were recognized:  Mark Leinweber, Pres.; Bill Surber, Vice Pres.; Jerry 
King, Treas.; Ricky McNiel, Reporter and Ricky Villarreal, Tournament Chairman.  The Tournament 
Committee members for 2013 are Jim Surber, Laura Langner, Stephanie Surber and James Lockaby.  
There was a motion and a second to amend the club Constitution and By-Laws to the following:  Reduce 
the number of members required from 20% to 10% of Uvalde County members present to establish a quo-
rum to conduct business.  Also, to change from 30% to 45% out-of-county membership limit.  Both items 
passed with no opposition.  Last item of business was to update the signature authority on the checking 
account at First State Bank to include the following as authorized signers on the account:  Mark Lein-
weber, Bill Surber, Jerry King and Ricky McNiel.  Action passed with no opposition.  Leinweber ad-
journed the business meeting and Ricky McNiel began the Awards Presentations.  Individual award 
plaques were presented to the Division I winners for 2012 which included:  Jimbo Beard, Karl Gager, 
James Lockaby, Ricky Villarreal, Vick Tucker, Steven Guy, Brian Langner and Jon Jones.  Division II 
winners were:  Stephanie Surber, Tina Surber, Laura Langner, Colton Moore and Jarrett Robertson.  
Team Tournament winners were:  Jimbo Beard and Bret Trant.  Draw Team Tournament winners were:  
Al Haughey and Kyle Rentch, Mark Leinweber and Jimbo Beard, Ricky McNiel and Ricky Villarreal, 
Javie Martinez and Jimbo Beard, Wayne Hale and Jimbo Beard and Ricky Villarreal and Pete Arre-
dondo.  Uvalde Bass Club “Top Ten”  Awards were presented to:  Jimbo Beard, Ricky Villarreal, Jon 
Jones, Howard Ponish, Mark Leinweber, Ricky McNiel, Jim Surber, Richard Villarreal, Al Haughey and 
Vick Tucker.  A Club President plaque was presented to Mark Leinweber.  The “Top Weight” award 
went to Jimbo Beard with 318.92 lbs. The Big Bass of the Year honors went to Richard Villarreal who 
caught a 11.53 lb. bass on Falcon Lake in January of 2012.  A special award was presented to Patsy 
Suber and the award was entitled, “Queen of Desserts”.  Many thanks to Patsy for all of the wonderful 
desserts she prepared for the club members throughout the year.  The club ended the year with a total 
of 104 members in 2012 which is the largest the club has been in modern history.  The goal for 2013 is to 
become even larger and a lot better.  2013 will see a first for the club as all of our tournaments will be a 
three fish format the entire year.  Make your plans now to join the club and enjoy the fun.  See everyone 
out on the lake! 

January Meeting & Awards Banquet   

PAGE 2 JANUARY 2013  VOLUME 11, ISSUE 1  

FALCON LAKE DRAW TEAM 
  TOURNAMENT - 1/19/2013 

FALCON LAKE DRAW TEAM     
  TOURNAMENT - 1/20/2013 

1st 
 

Richard Villarreal 
Bill Surber 

3 Fish 12.65 lbs. 1st 
 

Howard Ponish 
Jimmy Trevino 

4 Fish 15.88 lbs. 

2nd 
 

Brian Langner 
George Franklin 

1 Fish   3.88 lbs. 2nd 
 

Howard Ponish 
Colton Howard 

3 Fish  13.68 lbs.  

3rd  Laura Langner 
Jim Gerdes 

1 Fish  2.76 lbs. 3rd  Mark Leinweber 
Ricky McNiel 

4 Fish 11.49 lbs. 

 4th    4th  
 

   

BB Richard Villarreal    5.60 lbs. BB Howard Ponish  6.79 lbs. 

 Uvalde Bass Club  
 December Operating  

Statement  

PAGE 3 JANUARY 2013  VOLUME 11, ISSUE 1  

Beginning Bank  
Bal. Nov. 25, 2012 

 $4,177.53 

Deposits   

Amistad  12/10/12  $ 777.00 

   

Bank Balance  $ 4,947.53 

Payables  

CK#   Payee Amount 

3422 USPS $ 45.00 

3423 Amistad  Nat’l  Rec 25.00 

3424 Jimbo Beard 108.37 (o) 

3425 Ricky Villarreal 65.03 (o) 

3426 Ricky McNiel 43.35 

3427 Stephanie Surber 38.25 

3428 Bruce Benedict 105.00 (o) 

3429 Karl Gager 95.62 

3430 Jon Jones 57.38 

3431 Howard Ponish 38.25 

3432 Stephanie Surber 38.25 

3433 Jeff Noah 95.00 

3434 Ricky McNiel 28.60 

   

T. PAYABLES  $ 783.10 

BAL.  12/25/12  $ 4,164.43 

Richard Villarreal 
won the Big Bass of 
the Day honors on 
Sat. with this nice 
fish that weighed in 
at 5.60 lbs. 

Richard Villarreal 
and Bill Surber 
proved to be the win-
ning team on Sat. on 
Falcon with three 
fish totaling 12.65 
lbs. 

Brian Langner & 
George Franklin 
won 2nd on Sat. 
with one fish for 
3.88 lbs. 

Jim Gerdes and Laura 
Langner are all smiles 
after they drew each 
other and placed third 
on Sat. on Falcon.  Total 
weight was 2.76 lbs. 

Tina Surber and Mark Leinweber are 
all smiles as they work to prepare the 
dinner for the members that fished 
during our Falcon Lake Draw Team 
Tournaments. 



“HOOK, LINE and SINKER” 
By Ricky McNiel, Reporter 

 

They  say,  “Time  Flys  When  You  Are  Having  Fun”,  and  I  guess  that  is  the  case.    This  marks  the  start  of  the  11th  year  in  a  row   that 
I  have  been  producing  the  Uvalde  Bass  Club  Newsletter  and  it  really  doesn’t  seem  like  it  has  been  eleven  years.    We  started  off the 
year right with a great January meeting and Awards Banquet at Oasis Outback.  The meal was excellent and the turnout was great 
and everyone appeared to have a good time.  The first tournament of the year was well attended and the weather was great.  The 
only problem was that the fish on Falcon had a case of lock jaw and catching was really tough for everyone that fished.  We only 
brought in a total of 18 fish in two days and that is extremely hard fishing.  I know that Mark Leinweber and I ran all over the lake 
looking for fish and they were really few and far in between.  Mark did manage to catch three fish on Sunday and I caught one but 
the rest of the weekend saw less that three bites between us.  It was basically the same story for everyone that fished the tourna-
ment.  The water temperatures were simply too low for the fish to be biting on Falcon.  I certainly hope that the weather continues 
to cooperate as it has this week and when we go in February it should be outstanding.  Rooms for February are at a premium and 
we already have a wait list starting for rooms.  If you do not have a room and you think you are going to be fishing with us please 
let me know and maybe I can get you a room.  The cookouts were great this month and everyone enjoyed the events.  Thanks to 
everyone  that  helped  to  make  it  a  success.    I  don’t  have  the  exact  count  but  we  already  have  around  70  members  in  the  club  and 
let’s  see  if  we  can  surpass  the  104  members  that  we  had  last  year.    If  you  know  of  anyone  that  is  interested  encourage  them  to join 
in the fun.  I know that we are going to do better in February than we did in January on Falcon.  We only had three anglers bring 
in  three  fish  limits  this  month.    Let’s  hope  we  all  have  three  fish  limits  each  and  every  day  in  February  on  Falcon.    Good  Luck!!!!! 

Uvalde Bass Club 
Top Ten 

Name # Fish Lbs. 

Howard Ponish 4 15.56 

Richard Villarreal 3 12.65 

Mark Leinweber 3 9.61 

Brian Langner 1 3.88 

Laura Langner 1 2.76 

Tatie Hernandez 2 2.73 

Ricky Villarreal 1 2.31 

Jimmy Trevino 1 2.20 

Ricky McNiel 1 1.88 

Moses Alvarez 1 1.44 

PAGE 4 JANUARY 2013  VOLUME 11, ISSUE 1  
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